umnh, 22. 


| The Athenian Mercury. 
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(t He Rats, Toads, Ravens , Sereech- 
ft. . . a 
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Owls, @c. are Ontinous 3 
come they to foreknow fatal Events ? 
Anfw. Vf the Queriff Red (aid unlucky inftead ot ommi- 
nows . he might. eafily have. met with*fatisfadion. A 


Rat ts fo, becaufe he deftroys many a 09a Chefpir, Chee ts 
and makes dreadful Ravages in a ftlourifhing Flitch ot 
Bacon A i ad | uniucky . becaule it porjoms. As tor 
Ravens and Screech Owls, they are jaft as unlucky as 


Cats, when about their Cour becaule they make an 
uely Noife which diiturbs the Nezgbsourhood. The Loftinst 
of Rats leaving an old Ship, ws becaufe they cannot be 
dry init, and an old Howfe, becrafe perhaps they wanc 
Visuals, A Ravenis much fach a Propber as our Conja- 
vers or Almanack-makers, foretelling things after they are 
* Thev tollow gpreect Armies, as Vultures, hoc 
as foreboding Battle, but for che Dead Men, Dogs, Horfes, 
&c. which (efpecially in a Marc’, )muft daily be left be- 
hind chm or the fool ations made on their 
Croal fore Death, ¢rc. though we'll not pofitively 
aflert there is never any thing in chat, or Storses of the 
like nature , yee this we fafely may, that the moft of irc 
js pure Chan Fancy, Superflition and Humour, and 
has no ground in the Warld befides foolith Tradition, or 
TICK macination. 

, ‘aah > ‘pow is a natural Defe& in t&® Parent, con- 
municated tothe Child s by the Particles of the Semen or 
otberwife 2 pa" 

Anfw, Fancy may have a great fhare here, as well asin 
the former Cafes, and the Defed? of the Father be to firong- 
ly fixed on the Mothers Mind, as to imprets It on the 
Child, Natural defeé feems an unphilofophical Term, 
for all Defes#s are monftrous, and as fuch unnarural, Ac- 
cidental Defets indeed there may be, and we find daily 
are, butif this proceeds from the Male Parent, by the 
Particles of the Semen, fuch Defeés are only in Quality, 
not Quantity ; as Confumptions and other Difeafes, may 
be eafily propagated , becaufe the Semen being elabora- 
ted from the Blood, and both corrupted, that corruption 
muft be conveyed to whatever is thence compofed. Bur 
this is nothing asto Quantity; nor does a Lame Man 
beper aLeme , or a Blind a Blind, unlefs accidcn- 
tally. Sruttering Parents, have, it’s true, had Children 
troubled with the fame Defe#; bur this we look upon 
rather to proceed from Jmitasion, than any other 
Cac, J . 

Queft. 3. Wether the cafe of the Sufpended Clergy for 
refufing the Oaths to King William and Queen Mary, is mot 
as bard, as the turning cut the Fellows of Magdalin Col- 
ledge, 1687 ? 

Ante. We think not, for thefe Reafons, one was a- 
gaint Law, che other not. One was done by the wor/t 
of Men, by a pretended Commijffion, without any legal 
Power, for the introducing Popery,- and the Perfons con- 
cerned incapacitated for any other Imployment. The o- 
ther by rhe venerable Authority of King, Lords and Com- 
mons, for the Security of che Government, (which muft 
be weak indeed to fuffer fuch ro enjoy publick Emolu- 
ments under its Proce@Qaon , who abfolutely difown ir, ) 
and ftrengchening the Inrerejt both of Church and Strate, 
by puceing at leaft as good and more wife Men in their 
rooms, while they may ftill by an Indulgence, never be- 
fore any where praGifed in the like Inftance, Preach, 
be chaplains, Lecturers ;, and feveral of chem fo conti- 
nue actually to rhis day. ta 

Ouett. 4. Whether a Man may defend bimfelf againft 
whoever attempts to Kill him ? 

| Lolw. Yes, if "cis a private Perfon, who makes fuch 
an Attempt; for 1 have certainly as good a Right (and 
much betrer,) co defend my Life, as another has to af- 
fanle it. Nay, if a Prince or a Fathers we chink che 
fom= Argument holds,’ as to meer Self-Defence, though 
the thing has mach much more of Diiticulcy, fuppofing 
ic were impofiible to Defend a Man's felf, wichour Ot- 
fenting, perhaps Killing the UsjuftAjjatlant , though even 
in that caic, 1f the Publick Good, and the Satecy and 
Hapjineis of Millions depended on his Life, a Man mighe 
deferve to be rank’d among thole Heroes, ¥ ho devote d 
themicives for their Country, could he aprile co thar 


come to Def: 


r } , ino ye ! 
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heighth of Gallantry, rather co /oe fis own LI. then 
miure the ot Jers. 

Queft. 5. Wherber the Law of Nations mas nor vio- 
lated in«the Perfon ef Mary Queen of Scors, who fiund 
a Prifon ProrcQtion, motwrthilanas ng 
Queen Elizabeth affarea dér of all manmer of kind Off- 


ces < 


; , 
wpe e {he .* f r 


Anfw. Vhough fhe found more than a Prifia, | mean 
a Scaffold, and though che Aflertation of fome Perfons 
in the eniving Reign, and cither the wiflaken Pity, or 

lalice of fome Authors; in thac and fucceeding Ages 
would fo perfwade ws; ver we arc of the fame Opinion 
with the Reverend Bifhops of chat Age, the prudenr 
Council of the Queer, and all who loved Enelend, thar 
all ch® hardfhips chat Princefs endured , (whole Memdr 
thofe are the greateli Enemtcs co, who keepit from Ob- 
livton,) were not only politick and neceflary, but highly 
Juft and Lawful. She came hither for Protedfion . be. 
canie the could fly no where elfe 3 the was nor contenc 
with that Prote‘fion , buc moft ungratefully Con/pired a- 
aintt che Tbrone and Lrfe of chac Bleffed Princ js who 
gave irher, and this under Aer own Hand, which even 
Caufin Iumielf in her Life, thongh a Pefwit, has nor the 
Frontto deny. By tins fhe forfeiced her Protedicn, and 
juftly incurred the Panifhment fhe afrerwards under- 
wenr, 

Queft. 6. Who was the French Kine’s Father, and 
whether he was bora with Teeth; and if fo, the Caule 
thereof ? 

Anjw. The firft pare of the Queftion perhaps will ne- 
ver be refolved till the Day of ludgmem. The Prore- 
fiants indeed fought Stourly to prove him the Legitimate 
Son of Lewis the Thirteenth ; and it may be, their Swords 
were the ftrongeft part of his Tit/e , for which he has 
fince very well Rewarded them. However, in all pro- 
babilicy, ic could not be that weak Prince thac was his 
real Father 5 his averfionto Women, and the Reafons of 
it t00, being fufficienrly known to the World, But 
whether the Gentleman who has been mentioned in 
fome Prints, Mr. Le Grand were the real Father of his 
Namefake , we can learn little from pwblick InveFives 5 
for if really fo, ic can't be imagined bur a thing of chat 
Nature would have been managed too deep for the Day, 
by thar cunning Politician who contrived it. 

Of his being born with Teeth, fee the Baflampier’s 
Letter, as quoted inthe Firft Volume of the new Ob- 
fervator, as well as of the Judgment then by him made 
thereof: And indeed if we admit any ching of Omens, 
ove would be ape by che event to believe it here, and 
that Nature itfelf had marked him ou for a Beaft of Prey 
as foon asever he came into the World. 

Queft. 7. How a Man fhal know himfelf ? 7his Que- 
Siisn was formerly mentioned, Numb, 3. But on the Gentle: 
mans repeated Inftances, and fober amd ingenuous Pro- 
teftations of bit Ienorance , in this Grand Queftion, we re- 
fume it here, and for diredtion to him and others, give thefe 
followeing fhort Rules. 

Anfw. 1. Know your Creator, and that’s one of che beft 


. ways co kaow your felf: Almoft all Knowledg is acquired 


by Comparifon. After his Image you are made ; fee 
then, if you'd know your felf, whether you are degene- 
rated, or really like your greac Original. 

2. Kaow other Men; fee cheir Faults and Virtues, 
apply them, and you may thence eafily judge of your 
own. 

3. Know your Enemies, and if poflible, what they 
think or fay of you: Believe it, this is a much furer 


way than co confult your Friends, and you'll hear much 


more from the firft than laft. And chefe are the beft 
DireGions we can give. 

Queft. 8. is Melancholy Natural or Accidental } 

Anf, “Tis evidently both, as appears from common 
Experience and our former difcourfe of the Caufes 
thereof. 

Queft. 9. Would not England be happy, if they wanted 
both Papilts and Jacobites ? 

Arf. Too happy; but ten to one they'd quickly 
find work among themfelves co make them other. 


wife. 
Queft, 
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Queft. 10. What Methods would be moft proper to recon- 
cile our Differences ? 5 

Antw. Eicher Forty Thoufand French landed in Enz- 
Lind, or King William's recurping 1n triumph Conqueror 
of France; or élfe, which might be fooner done than 
either, though I doubt will prove harder than both, 
all Parties at Home growing more Wife and more Hum- 
Mae 11. What Diftraction is, and whether it cam be e- 
ver Pleafant ? ; 

Anfw. Diftraffion or Madnefs is the heighth of Melan- 
choly; and what chat is, you may. look back and fee. 
ic may be accidentally pleafant even co chofe who feel it, 
who are fomerimes taken with Paffions of Laughter as well 
as Grief. 

yeft. 12. Whether Satyrs or Sermons bave been more 
fucce|sful towards Reforming Mens Manners ? 
"  Anfw. Some Sermons are Satyrs (which we could eafily 
poine to,) and fome Satyrs are Sermons, for example, 
Horace’s. We'll not be fo uncharitable to fay both much 
alike, becaufe the ‘World is incorrigible, and minds net- 
cher; but tekimg them as they are commonly diftingaifh’d, 
I defire one Inftence of a Man Lampoon’d out of Vice, 
though we have fome few of thofe who have beenPreach'd 
out on’c. At leaft.! dare be bold co fay,our Englifh way of 
Satyr will hardly ever do’e , fince ’tis for the moft parc 
like our Fighting, downright and bloody, and thac gene- 
rally pleafes moft, which calls moft bard Names, which 
may enrage a Man, and make him look about for fuitable 
Returns. Ic will U fay, make him angry, gut I am mifta- 
ken if ic ever makes him etter. 

Queft. 13. Whether Eflence be really diftinguifhed from 
Extitence ¢ 

Anfw. If by really, be meant ut res vy res, it cannot 
be fo, for every thing having its Effence and Exiftence, if 
thofe were diftinguifhed after chat manner of diftinction, 
both of them muft have fill a diftin& Effence and Exi- 
flence of their own, and fo on, ad infinitum. Nor can 
we {ee Reafon to grant they fhould be {fo much as di- 
ftinguifhed, ut Res, y modus Reis fecing Exiflence feems 
to be of the Efjence of every thing, fince .a thing in power 
is really nothing; and if FfJence be that, by which a 
thing is what it is, Exislance appears to be fuppofed and 
implied cherein. 7 

Queft. 14. Whether there be not an Incommenfurable, and 
therefore in fome refpecé? an infinice Power in Lines, when 
‘tis proved by 47 Prop. Euclid, that in a plain Triangle, 
the Square of the Hypothenufa , or grearer fide fubtend- 
ing the right Angle, is in power equal to the Square 
of the Two orher Sides, but mot to be exprefled by 
Numbers, unlefs every fide does coniift of a Square Num- 
ber ? 

Anfw. If che Gentleman pleafe to diftinguifh in whar 
Book of Euclid,and whether he means by an Jnfinite Power, 
a Zenonical or a Mathematical one, we fhall be betcer able 
ro give him an Anfwer , bue chat his Diftinffion may be 
regular, let him confider the ufe of the 16th Prop. of the 
Third Book of Eucl, 

Queft. 15. What is the reafon that fometimes before Rainy 
Weather, Marble and other Scones have { as it were) a 
Dew upon them? 

Anjw. All Bodies are naturally porows , and therefore 
receptive of Air, whofe Nature is to penetrate and fill 
up Vacutties, where the more purer Element of Fire has 
mor clready caken Pofleflion. And as che Nature of Air 
is to penetrate, fortis alfo co Circulate as Water does, on- 
ly befne finer ic moves fafter. This premifed, it follows, 
thac in or before Rainy Weather, che Air being thick with 
hapours and Exhalations in its Circulation, tt cannor pene- 
trate a Pillar, Marble Stones, &c. before ic puts off its 
more grofs and aqueom particles, which it leaves behind 
upon che Pillars, in che nature of Drops or Tears. I re- 
member an Inftance chat in the late King Fame's Chappel, 
in the midft of che Jaft great Froff, in a numerous Con- 
courfe of People, the Air was fo condenfed with their 
Breath, chat ic had che Effects above mentioned upon the 
Pulars, (as tam very credibly informed by a Gentleman 


that was there ac chat rime.) Now in Frofis every litle 


Natwalyi can cell you , that both the Water and Air is 
varied, and thac all Liquors grow elear fooner in fuch 
time than in any other, which with what is above men- 
cioned, Plamly anfers che trarh of the precezaing Hipothefis. 
Quett. 16. Wey a Vejel mith Oars, Sails, and fad Wind, 
and fetting out with toe Tide at the Buoy im rhe Nore, 
can't be fo foca at Bi'limafgace by Four Mours as the Tide 2 
Anjwer. If che Querift he conceraed{n any Imploy thar 
wey, ic will be fome fatisfiGion co his Curiofity, if he 
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purs a fmall Cork into the Water, cut in the fthape of 
an Half-peny, and: try whether he can keep Pace with 
that, ac the Buoy of the Nore, alfo another in che mid- 
way, and another near Billing{eate ; and afrer chis trial, 
perhaps he may conclude with me, thac when the Tide 
is turned at the Busy in the Nore, the Reflux is driven on 
by the Revolving Ocean with fuch avelemence at the be. 
ginning, (becaufe there are fo lirtle Obftacles and Banks 
to hinder it) thar ’cis impaffible co overcake it agains 
though when the Reflux comes to be limited and ob. 
ftru&ted by a Narvower Channel, the force is fpenr, and 
you may Sail a great deal fafter chan the Current fore. 
veral of che la‘t Miles. 

ueft. 19. What is the Reafon that fome fort of Rotten 
Wood will thine in the Darb, and what fort tharis? Ihave 
often feen ir, but*could never underftand the Reafon, therefore 
I defire to be fatisfied. 

Anfw. All Light chat is borrowed, as the Moon, Stars, 
and fuch as 1s nourifhed by matter, as Fire, Candles, &c, 
are refleftive, and afford fome Emanations and Rays; bur 
this (as alfo the Glow worm,) yields no light acall, or any 
brightnetS fo as to difcern any orher Obie& by them; 
therefore their light or brightnefs is not from withouc 
or borrowed. If fo, ic muft be a natural brighrnefs 
which is accidental, as Colours are co Flowers, diverfi- 
fied ovly in this, thefe are not difcernablé but by a real 
Ligne, and thofe are not difcernable burt in the privation 
of Light: This Rotten Wood is only the byighteft and 
whitejt tore cf old Afb, very common and eafy to be 
got. 

Queft. 18. What is the Reafon that when Two Viols are 
tuned in Unifon, one of them being touch’d , the orber will 
anfwer, though ata diftance ? 

Anfw. This isa noble and great proof of the fweer 
Compofure and Harmonious Order of the Creation ; and "tis 
but amore pure forc of Simpathizing that is found in all 
the Creature¥, whea chofe of the fame Species flock ta- 
gether, 

Indeedy the reafon of this Mufical Sympathy is fome- 
thing puzling , and more admired than underftood by 
fome of our great Mufick Mafters. Bur ’ris thus efieéted: 
"Tis Air that is the proper Vehicle and Conveyance of 
Sounds; and accordingly, as the Airis driven with greater 
or /efJer violence, it afteéts all Objed#s that it meets with. 
A Citrern perhaps is by its make,as much accommodated 
for the reception of Sounds,as any other Inftrument, there- 
fore we'll confider the Effedts of arepercuffive Air upon 
thac: An Ordinary Noife will beat the Air every way, 
and that which meets with chefe Strings, will move ’em 
all into a diftinzuifhable Audibility,proportionable to the fhril- 
nefs or {mallnefs of the Voice; this is univerfally granted 
by fuch as have made the Experiment, Now fince this 
Voice in what Key or Note foever it’s delivered, does ef- 
fe& the jounding of fo many Notes ac once, and that thefe 
Notes are proporrionable to a greater or leffer Agitation of 
the Air; then the effcient Caufe, is the Motion of che 
Air, and not the Unifon, as is generally thought : Though 
we cannot deny the Simpathy ro be more effective, than 
in different Keys. As is evident by a piece of Paper which 
will violently tremble upon a String that is an Unijon 
when ic lies almoft ftill upon other Keys, and all by che 
fame agitation of Air 

Queft. 19. Whether did Lucretia, Codrus, Plato, dc. a2 
well or il in the act of Suifide ? or whether Suicide in any 
cafe 13 lawful ? ; 

Anjw, Nature has implanted a Genera! Inftiné of felf pre- 
fervation ja every individual Creature, and we find not an . 
Inftance im one,that has voluntarily chofe a Non-exiftence, 
though under the preareft Mifery and Torture befides Man. 
Man thar acknowledges a Creator, cannot at the fame 
time deny a tenure of his Life, which to difpofe of be- 
fore the Donor demands ir, is contradi@ory to his depen- 
dance ; Lucretia unhappily evinced her wrong’d Chaftity 
by. Murdering her feif ; for if the wasnot confencing ro 
Tarquin’s Crime, why did fhe pollute her Hands with the 
bload of an Innocent ? 1 thean her felf. °Tis unreafonable 
for me co fuffer for a faule anocher would have Commit- 
ted. Puni(hments and Offences juftly terminate in the fame 
Perfon. Cato was either a good or ill Man; if a good Man, 
he wreng’d his Country, by depriving it of what Service he 
might have done it 3 if an ill Man, he impeach’d the pre- 
rogative of Juflice, in making himfelf his own Witne/s, 
Judge and Executioner. A Brave Soldier won'c quit his Poft 
without his Commanders ieave ; Fortitude abides Miferies, 
but Cowardize fneaks to Death tofhun them. 1 remember 
fomething of Seneca co this effet, viz: A Wife Man farti- 
fies bianfelf by Reafon, and a Bool by Defpair.’ 
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